Upcoming Events

Canned Food Drive 10/3 - 10/14
Extensive Volunteer Opportunities 10/26 - 11/5
Red Kettle Kick Off 11/17
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The  Salvation
Army of Lee,
Hendry, and
Glades Counties
sent many
responders  to
the disaster
stricken  area
after the 2011
Tornado
Outbreak.
Major Louden and Merrilu Bennett went to
Jackson, Mississippi while our canteen team
went to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and Regina
Young was deployed to Guntersville, Alabama
as a Case Manager. Each reported that the
experience was unforgettable and moving.
Here are some of their stories.

Major Louden spoke to a man whose home
was spared but most of his neighbors
perished. As he returned to his community he
assisted in recovering a five year old girl from
under the rubble of a nearby home. She was
the only survivor of the household.

In Tuscaloosa, our canteen team met a 15 year

Bell Ringing 11/18 - 12/24 Mon-Sat
Toy Warehouse Set-up 11/28 - 12/8
Toy and Food Distribution 12/10-12/16

Summer Disaster Relief Efforts

old boy that reached out for his two year old
sister as the winds lifted her up and out of his
reach. They found her body four blocks away.

Regina worked with a lady that lost 14 family
members from two neighboring households.
She was the sole survivor and trying to make
final arrangements for the whole group. The
funeral director was going to charge her
$100.00 per person to perform a sermon.
Regina helped by finding a clergyman that
would handle the services at no charge.

The Salvation Army Emergency Disaster
Services team responds after disasters like the
tornadoes, floods and other severe weather
that tore across the southern United States in
April and May. They provide immediate mate-
rial, emotional and spiritual care to thousands.
As the disaster response transitions from
response to long term recovery, The Salvation
Army will continue to support relief efforts.
Over the next 12 months, The Army will utilize
approximately $6 million to help alleviate
ongoing hardships faced by individuals and
families who lost everything.

Hackleburg, AL was ravaged by an EF-5 tornado at approximatly 4pm on April 27,
2011 and The Army responded by sending canteens, support services, case managers,
and other recovery services to the area.
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When most people think of an alcoholic they
have a stereotypical image of an older person,
dressed in rags, sleeping on the streets.

That's what Larry Pease of North Fort Myers
used to think. “l thought that was what an
alcoholic looked like,” says Larry. “I thought
that until | realized | couldn’t stop drinking.”
Larry made six figures a year working as a VP
for a successful Southwest Florida company.
He had three beautiful children and had been
happily
married for 20
years. However
his battle with
alcohol addic-
tion caused
him to lose
everything and
he was forced
to live in his car.

Larry ended up at The Salvation Army’s Cross-
roads Center in Fort Myers when he had
nowhere else to turn. He had gone through a
divorce, lost his job and lost touch with his
children. He had hit bottom.

Dear Faithful Supporters:

Larry says he wouldn't be alive today if it
weren't for the help he received from The
Salvation Army. Larry is not only alive; he’s
been sober for eight years. He has recon-
nected with his children, is employed with the
same company he used to work for and has a
bright future to look forward to.

In the past 31 months we have had 90 men
graduate from the Crossroads Program. The
ripple effect of that many lives being changed
has certainly had a large and lasting impact on
our community and the families of our gradu-
ates. Your in-kind donations help fund our
Crossroads Program. Thank you to Larry for
sharing his story and thank you for your
support.

Itis hard to believe that in a mere three months we will begin to set up red kettles all across our
community to help those who are hungry and hurting. The Christmas Kettle Campaign is our
biggest fundraiser of the year and helps thousands of our neighbors, friends and family mem-
bers. Last year we served over 23,000 people throughout all of our programs.

In 2010 we saw unemployment rise to over 12%. With over 35,000 people out of work The Salva-
tion Army was called upon to assist many of those with shelter, food and other services. This year
the unemployment rate is hovering at over 11% and people are still trying to house and feed
their families. The needs are still great; and without the support of people like you so many men,
women and children will go hungry. Your generosity will impact so many.

On behalf of the Advisory Board, please know that we appreciate the many
prayers, resources, supporters, and volunteer hours that go into improving the
lives of our neighbors in need. In closing, | want to wish all the readers a safe
and wonderful Christmas season and ask that as you pass the red kettles,
remember those who are counting on your donations.

180 N. Main St., LaBelle, FL 33935

“A Sharing Community is a Caring Community.
A Caring Community is a Healthy Community.”

10291 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33919
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Our God is Great,

2%

Dennis Pearlman
Advisory Board Treasurer

Crossroads - Changing Lives
Innovation & The Salvation Army

Peace of Mind Through Estate Planning
Unique Opportunities with The Army

Summer Disaster Relief
Letter from Dennis Pearlman
Address from the Majors
Back to School Fashion Show
We Care Medical Program
Letter from Sandra Stilwell

Upcoming Events
The Salvation Army of Lee, Hendry, & Glades Counties
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